Tewkesbury Historical Society

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of the Society held on 28 April 2011 at the Tewkesbury Methodist Church Hall.

The THS Chairman Cliff Burd welcomed John Looseley and David Evans (here to make the Woodard Award), our speaker Steve Goodchild, 24 members and 10 visitors. 

Apologies for absence.

Were received for Nora Day, David and Marion Willavoys, Hazel, Tom and Raie Crisp.

Minutes.

The minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 22 April 2010 were reviewed and approved and signed as a correct record.  


Proposed: Alan Snarey, seconded: Sue Edlin
President’s Report.

The President, John Dixon, gave his report on the past years activities.

· He thanked those that had hosted committee meetings, those that organised meeting refreshments (Margaret Day and Janet Martin), Gordon Baker for booksales, and the church-technician for his assistance during talks and presentations.. 

· He also thanked Ann Wicken for poster distribution, Joan Smith for research transcription, Penny Last for Tewkesbury Register transcription and Wendy Snarey for attending meetings of behalf of the Society. 

· He thanked the Committee for its work during the year and especially thanked the retiring Chairman, Cliff Burd and the retiring Secretary, Janet Martin. Janet was presented with etchings of Tewkesbury Abbey.

· Derek Benson was thanked for his continued maintenance of the Society’s Website and Bulletin formatting.. 

· John is still acting Programme Secretary and asked for a volunteer to take over this job.

· Next season’s programme is:

· Paul Harding:- Haircuts, Tooth Extraction and Limb Removal while you wait – Gruesome Georgian Medicine.

· Dr. David Evans:- Controversial Issues Arising from World War I

· Lucinda Hall (John Moore Museum):- Tasting the Tudors

· Social

· John Loosely:- The Alluring History of Allotments

· Tim Ryan:- The Beachley to Aust Ferry and the Rescue of the Severn Princess

· AGM

· Tewkesbury Children Enjoying Themselves in the Noughties?

· Two articles from THS Bulletin 19 were shortlisted for the county Jerrard Award: Derek Benson:- Chartism in Tewkesbury and District and Mick Wilks:- The Unfought Battle of Tewkesbury.

· 2010 saw the publication of the Tewkesbury Cemetery book and CD Rom by Anthony Skelsey and Mike English.

· Also Bill Treen and Robert Deakin published a book on the Fairground Rides connection with Tewkesbury of the Deakin family.

Secretary’s Report.

· Regional Local History Day will be held at Fairford on Saturday 2 July 2011. Details can be found on the Gloshistory Website/Events.

· Local History Day to be held at Sir Thomas Riches’ School on Saturday 1 October 2011 2pm. The theme is Effect of World War II on Gloucestershire Communities. 

· The new County-Coordinator for Gloucestershire, succeeding John Loosely, is Dr. Steven Blake. 

Treasurer’s Report. 

John Dixon, Acting Treasurer, reported the financial accounts for the year 1 April 2010 to 31 March 2011. 

· The society’s total assets at the end of the financial year is £7,245.92 

· Income from all sources came to £4,451.11

· Expenditure of all types came to £4,097.41

· Income/Expenditure balance for the year £353.70

· Total cash assets is £5,136.42

· Publications stock value is £1,664.50

· Hardware value is £445.00

· Resolution 1: that the membership rates @£5 per individual be maintained; proposed by seconded by

· Resolution 2:  that meeting entrance charges are maintained at £2 for members and £3 for non-members; proposed by seconded by

Both resolutions Proposed: Derek Benson, seconded: Ken Flude were unanimously accepted.
· The Society had paid £100 to Glos. Archives for an annual photography permit. However, the benefit to the Society of this has not really been apparent and the arrangement will be discontinued.

· Payments are being made to the Society or to individuals for the use of their archives when such use involves financial income to the user. An example of this is Wendy Snarey’s compilation of the Snippetts book - £20 was donated to the Mayor’s Charity.  

· Resolution 3 carried: That if members receive a fee for historical writing, a share of 10% to be paid to THS for use of Society data.    Proposed: Alan Snarey, seconded Derek Benson
· The Treasurer reported that the accounts had been audited by the company Morgan Waugh Haines and found to be correct.
Accounts were accepted and invitation extended to the same firm for next year
· Cliff Burd was elected as an additional Trustee of the Society.
Proposed: John Dixon, seconded Ken Flude

Membership Secretary’s Report

· Derek Benson reported that there were currently 89 members, including 5 life-members.

· 17 of the UK members live outside of the county of Gloucestershire.

· 2 members are based overseas.

· As ‘Webmaster’, Derek also reported that the THS Website has around 500 visitors per month, about 400 of which are first-time visitors.

· The website is now sponsored by UK Stairlifts Direct and benefits financially from this.

· We also have a Facebook Page on the Internet which currently has around 200 ‘friends’.

Bulletin 20

Bulletin 20, published this year, was edited by John Dixon, formatted by Derek Benson, covers designed by Sam Eedle and proof read by the usual anonymous person. This Bulletin is our first to contain some colour photographs.

The cost of  production was around £7 per copy and the Committee had voted for a subsidised price for members of £6.

· Resolution 4 carried: That Bulletin 20 be sold at £7 wholesale and £9 to non-members with £1 discounted price of £6 for members.

Proposed: Cliff Burd, seconded: John Dixon

The designer of the covers of many of the earlier editions of the Bulletin, Peter Griffin, was a guest at the meeting and he was presented with a copy of Bulletin 20.  

Election of Committee.  

The following members having signified that they would be prepared to continue, were re-elected to form the Committee;-


John Dixon

Cliff Burd


Derek Benson


Janet Martin

Ken Flude




Sam Eedle

David Willavoys

All were accepted en-block unanimously.

Bob Woodard Research Award.

The President welcomed Dr. David Evans and John Loosely and invited them to announce the winner of the award for the best article published in the 2010 Society Bulletin 19.

John Loosely presented the award and described how his interest in Tewkesbury had grown during his association with judging the award. He praised the high standard of our Bulletins pointing out that every year articles from the Bulletin are short-listed for the Jerrard Award and have won it several times. He stated that  Bulletin 20 was again of a high standard and they had decided that the winner was Derek Benson for Chartism in Tewkesbury and District. 

Derek thanked them for choosing his article and thanked John Dixon for his encouragement and Wendy Snarey for here help in pin-pointing the location of the Queens Arms. Derek plans to house the award on his computer – where he spends a lot of time!
Cliff Burd was then awarded a life-time Woodard Award. This was in recognition of his excellent articles on the Stockinger Industry in Tewkesbury in Bulletins 14 & 15 which missed out on the award when they were published due to now-obsolete rules on multiple-articles in force at the time.

Date of next AGM.

It was agreed to fix the date of 19April 2012.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.34 pm.

