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Committee Meeting Minutes
6th January 2011
A meeting of the Committee of the Tewkesbury Historical Society was held on 6th January 2011 at 7.00 p.m. at the home of Ken and June Flude.

Present:

Derek Benson, John Dixon, Sam Eedle, Ken Flude, Janet Martin, David Willavoys. 

Apologies for Absence:

Cliff Burd 

A. Approval of Minutes

The minutes of the previous meeting of 1st September 2010 were approved and signed as a true record. 

Matters arising from the Minutes

· John Moore Museum, Merchant House – to be discussed. 

· Kingdom Hall has now been sold but it is not known to whom.

· Abbey Mill state of repair – not yet followed up.

· Thanks to Derek Benson and Janet Martin for representing the society at the County History Afternoon, where a display on Chartism was presented.

C.
Agenda Items

1/01
Chairman’s Report
Cliff Burd


Cliff Burd not at the meeting.


2/01
President’s Report
John Dixon


Congratulations to Derek Benson and Mick Wilks for being nominated for the Jerrard Award, albeit unsuccessfully.

The positions of Chairman and Secretary require filling following the next AGM.

Life Members: we currently have our full quota.

Tewkesbury Railway closure golden anniversary 12 August 2011 at 6.25 pm. Proposed that it is marked by a ceremony and walk. Perhaps the ceremony on the Friday and the walk on the Saturday starting at Morrisons and walking to the Mythe Bridge with tea at the garden centre. It was suggested that perhaps there could be two walks on that day.

John Dixon is also considering writing a publication on the subject. It was agreed that the Society would fund 50% of the costs.

Derek Benson mentioned that a video of the last train at Tewkesbury Station was available on-line on ‘U-Tube’. The ‘link’ to be emailed to the committee. 


John Dixon

Derek Benson

3/01
Publications Report
John Dixon


It was agreed that Bulletin 20 should include 4 pages of colour in the centre of the publication. It was proposed that there would be 52 pages and 100 copies would be produced.

The price for Bulletin 20 was agreed to set at £6 for members, £7 to Allisons Bookshop, and £9 to the public. The £6 to member’s price would mean a bigger subsidy, as the cost of production is £8. However, it was agreed that members of the society should benefit.

Proposed:  John Dixon

Seconded: All members present

Tony Skelsey’s book on Tewkesbury Cemetery had sold well. Tony had requested that his share of the profits from the sale of the book go back into reprinting. The aim of the Burial Register project was to preserve a record should anything untoward happen with the original register. 

Proposed:  John Dixon proposed that Tony was reimbursed his investment of £301.50, 20 more copies were ordered, and the profits were shared on a ratio of 65.35%.

Seconded: All members were in favour.

 


4/01
Acting Treasurer’s Report  
John Dixon


A statement of accounts was presented and discussed.

The policy of the society on use being made of society data for commercial purposes was discussed. It was agreed that 10% of any profits should be donated to the society.

Members are to be asked for their views at the AGM concerning the use of society data for outside purposes. 




5/01
Secretary’s Report
Janet Martin


Nothing to report.


6/01
Membership Secretary’s Report
Derek Benson


Current total membership is 81. John Dixon requested a list of current members
Derek Benson

7/01
Website
Derek Benson


The THS Facebook page now has 165 followers. It was thought that the recently obtained ‘Echo’ photographs of Tewkesbury might be usefully posted on Facebook to hopefully help with identifying persons in the photos.

A stair-lift company has asked it we would like them to sponsor our website. They would pay £50 pa to have a small text link on our home page. It was agreed to do this for a year and then review.

We are advertising for sale Bulletin 14 on ‘E-Bay’. To date we have sold 1 copy.

We use ‘statscounter’ to monitor who visits our website. ‘Statcounter’ provides a good deal of interesting information, such as which country the visitor is from, which pages they visited and how long they stayed on our website.
John Dixon/

Derek Benson
Derek Benson



8/01
Programme Report
John Dixon


The arrangements for the social evening were discussed and duties allocated to Committee Members.

It was agreed that John Dixon would host the meeting in February.  David Willavoys will host the March meeting with Dr Crowther.

Steve Goodchild is going to do a talk on the battle of Tewkesbury at the AGM.

The proposed schedule of talks for 2011/2012 is as follows:

15 Sep 2011 Paul Harding Discovering History – gruesome Georgian medicine        

20 Oct 2011 David Evans  Controversial issues arising from World War I 

17 Nov 2011  Lucinda Hall  Merchant’s House

19 Jan 2012  THS Social Evening

16 Feb 2012  John Looseley  Allotments

15 Mar 2012  Tim Ryan  Severn Princess

19 Apr 2012  AGM

17 May 2012  ‘After Thatcher’?




9/01
Research Co-ordinator
John Dixon


Lloyds Bank -Cliff Burd had access to Lloyds Bank archive and transferred a lot of data to the THS database.  

John Dixon congratulated Joan Smith on her work.  

Echo Photos – These might be put on Facebook

Tewkesbury Register – work continued on this.


10/01
Oral History Report 
Cliff Burd


Cliff Burd not at the meeting. 


11/01
Contemporary Archive Report
Cliff Burd


Cliff Burd not at the meeting. 


12/01
Heritage Report
Cliff Burd


John Dixon reported that he had written a reference on behalf of the Society to support the lottery funding application by the museum for restoration. He was also helping Lucinda Hall with resources for the Merchants House.             


13/01
Date and Venue of Next Meeting 



The next meeting will be held on Wednesday, 11th May 2011 at the home of Jan Natrass at 7.00 pm.
Janet Martin

14/01
Any Other Business


