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THS Visit to Madresfield Court, 4 June 2008.

On 4 June 2008Tewkesbury Historical Societgctually succeeded on winning support for a visit
away from Tewkesbury — and what a wonderful dayas when we visiteMadresfield Court.

T.H.S. Visit to Madresfield 4 June 2008 (Ken, June and Bill were with anotheparty) (Derek Benson)

Initially it was the President and his obsessiothwiothic Revival Architecturevho wanted
company on a visit to what is still very much a figrhome. It is not owned by the National Trust
and is only open to the public — and preferablpeetable groups such as ours - on a few days each
year. The other attraction was that it was the dnamwhichBarbara Cartland wished she could
live, as she was passed from relation to relatiber ahe sudden death of her wealthy Cartland
grandfather.

The Lygons were wealthy landowners without title since thedte Ages and the family is very
proud of the fact that the home has never been-stidt is probably why there were such wonders
to behold in this home which still feels very musted-in. The family was only ennobled in 1815
when William Lygon was createld' Earl Beauchampfor his exploits in the Napoleonic Wars

We could see the medieval moat and the Jacobebtirguin the west before the Gothic restoration
after 1860. The family were enthusiastic suppertértheHigh Church Movementwhich ensured
the Chapel built between 1904 and 1925 appearedsalRoman Catholic, as Derek pointed out. It
was also very keen to employ members of Alnes and Crafts Movemenof which there are so
many delightful examples.
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5 Earl who started the Gothic Renovations 7" Earl: Patron of the Arts and Crafts Movement
(Madresfield Guide Book) (Madresfield Guide Book)

There are connections with Tewkesbury In the eighteenth century, Reginald and his son
William wee both made freemen in 1737 and 1760ee®gely. An Elizabeth Lygon married the
Hon. John Yorke with links withForthampton Court Later, the Earl of Coventry married
Susannah Lygon and 1808 and produced an Yisicount Deerhurstbefore her untimely death in
1812.

The family became embroiled in Tewkesbury poliiltsl857 whenFrederick Lygon, brother of
the 8" Earl and future 8 Earl, took on Humphrey Brown, the charismatic L#deéM.P. from 1847,
who had been accused of fraud. For the past dedaldad hardly been worth the effort for the
Conservatives to compete with Brown and John Mati@verbury. However, in the wake of the
scandal, Lygon topped the poll, beating even timg lserving Martin. Most of the Lygon men
served with distinction in the army but this Eadswery much an intellectual.

Frederick Lygon, M.P. for Tewkesbury,
1857-1863, was deeply religious and a
theological scholar. He was a member of the
High ChurchOxford Movement which sought
to restore Roman Catholic rituals and ideals into

the Church of Englandror more information on the
High Church Movement see John DixdnH.S. Bulletin
1997 (Vol. 6) p35)

Frederick Lygon, 6 Earl (Madresfield Guide Book)

The last time the Lygons appear in local news wagaps inevitably, during thH&oer War when
the sons of aristocrats flocked to the officer earpan outpouring of patriotism. Then Edward
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Lygon® and his half brother Robértvere involved with Lord Methuen’s mill-fated attpmto
relieve Kimberley and Edward was wounded at the diéocRiver during the Battle of Belmont.
The family tree, that we were given, indicates thdivard Lygon died in 1900, suggesting that he
died of his wounds.

We then lose touch with the Lygon family until 198hen we were all delighted with the T.V.
adaptation oBrideshead Revisited Part of the delight was in enjoying the visitthe jewel of
classical architecture&;astle Howard However, this was historically inaccurate as boek was
written at Madresfield byevelyn Waugh who was a frequent house guest and who modelled
Sebastian (with the Teddy Bear) blugh Lygon (1904-1936), second son of h& Earl (1872-
1938).

Castle Howardthe TV BridesheadD Telegraph)
The RealBrideshead

! Died 1900
2 Who does not appear in the family tree!
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It just so happened that our visit coincided whik publication of a new book Wane Mulvagh
entitled ‘Madresfield, the Real Brideshedd | really regret that the producers did not shary
enthusiasm for Gothic revival but, upon reflectibam sure that the Lygon family must have been
delighted to have been slighted n this way as theye been able to continue living their lives
quietly in this delightful home which we were savpeged to visit.

Hugh Lygon, 2" son of the # Earl. ~ Sebastian, Charles Ryder & Teddy Evelyn Waugh, author and House
Aka Sebastian (D. Telegraph) Bear from Brideshead Revisited Guest (aka Charles Ryder?)
(D. Telegraph) (D. Telegraph)

The party, which was not totally composed of THSmhers as photos will reveal, then enjoyed
lunch at the Swan, Hanley Swan. And, by the wag sun shone on the just!

With no computer allowed, your President is novirireg to a camp site in France wiBrideshead
Revisitedon and Jane Mulvagh’s book.




